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The BRENT INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL Mission
Statement and the IBO Mission Statement

The BRENT INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL Mission Statement

The Mission Statement of all Brent International Schools states that, “Brent Schools, in
a Christian ecumenical environment in the Philippines, are committed to develop
individual students as responsible global citizens and leaders in their respective
communities, with a multicultural and international perspective, and equipped for entry
to colleges and universities throughout the world.”

The IBO’s Mission Statement

“The International Baccalaureate Organization aims to develop inquiring,
knowledgeable and caring young people who help to create a better and more peaceful
world through intercultural understanding and respect.

To this end the IBO works with schools, governments and international
organizations to develop challenging programmes of international education
and rigorous assessment.

These programmes encourage students across the world to become
active, compassionate and lifelong learners who understand that other
people, with their differences, can also be right." IBO.2014



The IB Curriculum Model
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Brent International Schools

EXPECTED SCHOOLWIDE LEARNING RESULTS
(ESLRs)

Brent School’s goals and philosophy are grounded in the Expected School-wide
Learning Results, which state that the school prepares students to be:

Responsible citizens who:
exercise leadership, work cooperatively with others, and are sensitive and responsive to
the needs of their communities;

Critical thinkers who:
are self directed, solve problems creatively, and contribute their talents to their
communities;

Technologically literate individuals who:

use technology effectively to achieve personal, professional and academic betterment,
adapt their skills to respond to the needs of a changing world, and use technology in an
ethically responsible manner;

Healthy individuals who:
exhibit behaviors conducive to physical wellness, understand the spiritual and emotional
dimensions of health, and are appropriate role models of wellness in their communities;



Tolerant individuals who:

are familiar with and proud of their own cultural traditions, are familiar with and
appreciate diverse cultures and value systems, and recognize that they are members of
a global community;

Effective communicators who:

demonstrate accuracy and fluency in written and oral communication, demonstrate the
ability to listen and understand, and take responsibility for the messages within their
communications;

Life-long learners who:
are intellectually curious, have a passion for the truth, and integrate and apply what they
learn.

Source: brent.edu.ph



The IB Learner Profile

k INQUIRERS 2
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The aim of all IB programmes is to develop internationally minded people who, recognizing their
common humanity and shared guardianship of the planet, help to create a better and more peaceful world.

Source: ibo.org

We nurture our curiosity, developing skills for inquiry and
research. We know how to learn independently and with others.
We learn with enthusiasm and sustain our love of learning
throughout life.

We develop and use conceptual understanding, exploring
knowledge across a range of disciplines. We engage with issues
and ideas that have local and global significance.

We use critical and creative thinking skills to analyse and take
responsible action on compl roblems. We exercise initiative in
making reasoned, ethical decisions.

We express ourselves confidently and creatively in more than
one language and in many ways. We collaborate effectively,
listening carefully to the perspectives of other individuals and
groups.

We act with integrity and honesty, with a strong sense of fairness
and justice, and with respect for the dignity and rights of people
everywhere. We take responsibility for our actions and their
consequences.

We critically appreciate our own cultures and personal histories, as
well as the values and traditions of others. We seek and evaluate a
range of points of view, and we are willing to grow from the
experience.

We show empathy, compassion and respect. We have a
commitment to service, and we act to make a positive difference
in the lives of others and in the world around us.

We approach uncertainty with forethought and determination;
we work independently and cooperatively to explore new ideas
and innovative strategies. We are resourceful and resilient in the
face of challenges and change.

We understand the importance of balancing different aspects of
our lives—intellectual, physical, and emotional—to achieve
well-being for ourselves and others. We recognize our interdependence
with other people and with the world in which we live.

We thoughtfully consider the world and our own ideas and
experience. We work to understand our strengths and weaknesses
in order to support our learning and personal development.

The IB learner profile represents 10 attributes valued by IB World Schools. We believe these attributes, and others like
them, can help individuals and groups become responsible members of local, national and global communities.
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Language Philosophy

English is the medium of instruction at BRENT INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL
Manila and the language for IB examinations of IB School 000432. Brent
International School embraces the following beliefs about learning, students,
and the education they require.

About Students

Each student is entitled to access fair opportunities to excellent education.

Each student brings rich cultural and linguistic background to the
school community.

Each student needs to develop and maintain his/her native
language to successfully acquire another language.

Each student is a shared responsibility of the entire school community.
Each student has a unique learning style that is addressed by varied
teaching strategies and techniques.

Some students may not have a first language.

Monolingual English speakers are encouraged to achieve at least basic
proficiency in a second language.

About Teachers

Since Language is central to learning, all teachers are, in practice,
language teachers.

About Parents

Successful education involves effective relationships and communication
between students, parents, and the school.

Parents play an irreplaceable role in the language learning of their
children by developing reading and writing skills in the first language.

About Language Acquisition and Learning

Critical periods of language acquisition dictate the success of students
and the methods employed for language education.



Language is fundamental to knowledge, and therefore essential to the
education process.

In addition to listening and speaking, reading and writing are
absolutely fundamental to language development.

Acquiring and learning a language has varied purposes.



Language Profile

Languages at Brent International School Manila: Mother Tongue

Nationalities of Grades 9 to 12 as of October 4, 2024

“ Russlan, 1, 0% ~ “ Slovenian, 1, 0%

“ Monegasque, 1, 0%
= Uzbekistani, 1, 0%

“ Malaysian, 1, 0%
Thali, 1, 0%
“ Malagasy, 1, 0%
“ Dominican, 2, 1%
 Austrian. 1, 0% = Belglan, 1, 0% * Panamanian, 2, 1%
= Argentinian, 1, 0%. \ / “ Canadian, 3, 1%
W i i - German (Deutch), 3, 1%

Swiss, 3, 1%
“ Dutch, 4, 1%

“ Danish, 5, 1%
Australian, 6, 2%

Taiwanese, 7, 2%

Fllipino, 220, 56% American, 36, 9% . Japanese, 7, 2%
British, 10, 3%

Chinese, 12, 3%

Indian, 12, 3%



Nationalities of Grades 11 and 12 only as of October 4, 2024

* Malagasy, 1, “ Panamanian, 1, 1%

Japanese, 1, 1%
© Slovenian, 1, 1%

“ Thai, 1, 1%
/ “ Swiss, 2, 1%
._._._._._._-_._._________._

“ Dominican , 1, 1%

& Canadian ,N
—=

Danish, 3, 2%

“ Dutch, 3, 2%

/ German (Deutch), 3, 2%
iwanese, 3, 2%
: Chinese, 5, 3%
¥y Indian, 8, 4%

Australian, 4, 2%

American, 17, 9% British, 6, 3%

Filipino, 119, 60%
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Grades 12 Language Profile (officially registered) as of November 25, 2024

Bilingual
Filipino
3

¥
Bilingual Korean
T
B%

Grade 11 Language Profile (projected official registration 2026 cohort) as
of November 25, 2024

Bilingual Korean
5% Bilingual Filipino
11%
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Brent IB Language Policy (0720213) 4

Legal Requirements in the Philippines

The Department of Education of the Philippines (DepEd), Order
number 37, series of 2003 provides guidelines for students receiving
instruction in the national language (Filipino) language. The order
states that in high school, students should receive up to two hundred
forty minutes of instruction in Filipino and three hundred minutes of
instruction in English each week. Currently BRENT INTERNATIONAL
SCHOOL MANILA has other teaching time devoted to Filipino
Language teaching in relation to this DepEd requirement.
Presidential Decree no. 2022 signed on 31 January 1986 by then
President Ferdinand E Marcos recognizes BRENT
INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL MANILA as an international institution. It
provides a clause that “to enable the school to continue to implement,
execute, or improve its curricular standards and educational program,
the school shall determine its own curriculum, standards and
medium of instruction, teach whatever language or languages it
may deem proper...to maintain the standard of education it has
adopted.” (Section 2.a) Due to this provision and as an international
school delivering the IB Diploma program in English, the school has
some degree of flexibility in terms of the hour requirement of the
teaching of Filipino. This explains the unique position of the school to
be able to teach Filipino to its Filipino nationals while at the same
time supporting requirements and spirit of the IB Diploma process.
The school’s status as an international school provides it with
exemptions from certain legal requirements as stated earlier.

12



Practices Relating to Language Teaching and Learning

BISM adheres to the following practices that were developed primarily for
the ESL program manual for Early Learning Center, Lower School, and
Middle School, but are adapted for all language instruction programs where
appropriate.

Brent International School Manila language instruction classes practice:

* The teaching of both Basic Interpersonal Communicative Skills (BICS) and
Cognitive Academic Language Proficiency (CALP) (Cummins, 1979)
language.

+ The development of macro-skills of listening, speaking, reading and
writing in meaningful context.

« The Functional Approach to instilling understanding of phonology,
morphology, syntax and semantics.

» The Genre Approach to help students acquire skills in writing and
reading varied texts with varied conventions of text structure,
organization and appropriate language.

« Concurrent and content-based instruction consistent to the core
curriculum of the school.

+ Sheltered instruction where both the teaching of content and
language are the goals of the program.

* Immersion and gradual mainstreaming which allow students the
opportunity to perform with peers.

+ Language Across the Curriculum that advocates all subject teachers to
raise their awareness of the language demands of their specific subject.

» Collaborative instruction in which teaching of ESL students is a
shared responsibility of ALL teachers.

» Assessment tools that test the competency and proficiency levels in

listening, speaking, reading and writing throughout their language
development.

13



IBDP section
Practices Relating to Choice and Planning of Language Courses

The planning of language courses suitable for learners at Brent
International School Manila depends on admissions testing results and the
interest of students and parents.

English language learners are placed according to proficiency levels and
according to their progress toward required mainstream English proficiency.
Courses are offered and scheduled to meet the needs of the student
population at any given time.

Language Courses other than English are offered depending on the critical
mass of students requiring and wanting such courses. The school provides
appropriate support for students’ language development prior to their first
year in IB to fulfill the Group B or Language Acquisition course requirement of
the IBDP. Support can be provided either by offering literature courses in the
students’ first language, such as Korean and Filipino, in grades 9 and 10 or
by assisting students in seeking appropriate and capable teachers from the
Brent community and, at the same time providing appropriate materials in
ensuring I1B required language instruction in the event that students will need
to do a Group 1 Studies in Languages and Literature following the Literature
School-Supported/ Self-Taught program. We can safely say then that we
provide first-language support to Korean, Filipino, and
School-Supported/Self-Taught Languages. English Language and Literature
are offered at school both at the Higher and Standard Levels. In the IBDP,
offering Group 1: Studies in Languages and Literature allows students to do
the Group 1: Literature School Supported Self-Taught SL in the students’ first
language. This has proven beneficial to our students because they are able
to be in the IB Diploma and at the same time fulfill the required English
credits for graduation. The provision of Group 2: Language Ab Initio in
French, Mandarin, and Spanish further enrich and support the language
learning at school. This allows students to be studying two or, in some cases,
three languages in their Diploma Subject Group options fulfilling the
requirements of Groups 1, 2, and 6.

The changing demographics of the school caused the school to review its
ESL program in the Upper School beginning school year 2010-2011. The
predominant enrolment of one Asian country nationality in the previous
academic years gradually declined, and the number of students with English
as their first language increased.

Although the school’'s admission policy states that “Applicants requiring ESL
support in Grades 9-12 will not be accepted,” the Upper School demonstrates
flexibility by offering targeted support to students experiencing academic

14



language challenges. Mainstream students requiring additional English language
support can enroll in Grade 9 English Literature while simultaneously attending
an ungraded English support class in lieu of a second language. This approach
allows students to strengthen their academic English skills while progressing
through the curriculum.

In line with the IB’s guiding principle that “All teachers are language teachers,”
teachers across individual IB courses adopt strategies to support students with
academic language difficulties. These strategies include allowing the use of
dictionaries, employing scaffolding techniques, and applying differentiated
instruction tailored to students’ needs. This holistic approach ensures that
students are included and empowered to succeed academically.

In addition to supporting academic English development, the school values and
encourages the maintenance of students’ mother tongues that enrich their
linguistic and cultural identities. Through the years, we’ve had students receiving
bilingual diplomas due to doing both English A: Language and Literature and
Language A: Literature either in Filipino, Korean, or Literature School Supported
Self Taught SL.

The chart below, taken from our 2023-2024 Course Offerings booklet,
demonstrates the progression of the English course at school.

OOZ:')G 6”5&&&
Grade 9 Grade 10
English |» | Advanced Literature 10
v English Literature 10
"
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The school offers the following subjects in Group 2: Language Acquisition:

GROUP 2 LANGUAGE ACQUISITION SUBJECT HL SL
Chinese (Mandarin) B v v
French B v v
Spanish B v v
Chinese (Mandarin) Ab Initio NO v
French Ab Initio NO v
Spanish Ab Initio NO v

The Modern Languages Department has developed a diagnostic examination to
ensure students are placed in courses aligned with their language proficiency
levels. This placement process considers teacher recommendations, previous
evaluations, and a thorough assessment of students’ skills in speaking, listening,
reading, and writing. By taking a comprehensive and student-centered approach,
the department ensures that learners are positioned for success in their language
studies.

IB Language Policy: Ab Initio Languages and Placement

7KHS$E ,QUR OQIXDIH FRXWHV DUH GHMVL GHG I RUMMGHQWV Z W QABI \R QR SURUH SRVXUH
R WH OQIXDIH + RZ HYHU Z H UFRI Q] H WDVWRP H \VAXGHQN P D KDYH FRP SBMG

EHI LQQHURUIQAMUP HGADW GIYHY EXVWAIDQHHG WK [P SURYH 1O FUMFDONGY VIXFK DV
VSHDNQ) OAMQQ) UHDAQ) RUZ WM 7 KH GHSDUR HQADGP IQMMY SOFHP HQARMAN \R
HQUXUH \WDWD@AMGHQN DUH SOFHG 1Q D FRXWH GIYHONDWP DIFKHV WHUDELDIHY DQG
SURP RWV J HQXIQH SURTUHW

7 KHVH DWHWP HQW HYDODW N @) XIMIF FRP SHWGQFLHY DFUIRW \WH [RXUDQIXDIH
GRP DIQV R GHMUP ICH \WH P RWIDSSURSUDM SOFHP HQWRUHDFK \AMGHQW, | GHFHWDU
DGEMRCDO/XSSRWZ LOFH RITHUHG \R KHS MGHON WDQWMRQ HIHAYHD EHE HHQ BIYHY
DQG DRKIHYH VXFRFHW 1Q WHUDQI XD H ®DWQIQ) RXUGH

7KLV SRIP. UHOPW RXUFRP P MY HQMWR HTXMIE®! BDUQIQI RSSRUMQUAY DQG DDIQV Z MK
\WH , QMIDUWRCDC/DFFDOXUHDW/ P MRQ R I RAMUSHYRQDQ) URZ W LOMUFX@AUDO
XQEHYARQAQ) DQG DFDGHP IF LOMI UMW 94 HQUXUQ) DFFXUDM SOFHP HOADQG \BIBUHG
VXSSRWZ HDIP \R HP SRZ HUHYHY VAYGHQAR \WUYH DQG GHYHBS \WHUDQI XDJ H VN
P HDQQI IX®
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% DHodern L anguages

(A, B, Ab Initio)

Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12

LN
N

N o — I B pino A Literature > B pino A

Filipinoo Koreanio; 2 Filipino 10, Korean 10 J R I
/ I\
/ LK IB Korean A Literature < IB Korean A Literature §
N Higher or Standard Level f Higher or Standard Level
W ‘

N = R . I N R
\ B anda B e B i} B anda B

Advanced Level 4
(Mandarin, French, Spanish)

Advanced Level 3
N(VIEnd arnRErenehRSpami

* Intermediate Level 2 [
(Fillpino) Mandarin, il oo |
French) Spanishy | (Mandarin, French, Spanish)
AR\ |

Beginner:Leveli : Intermediate
(Rlexilen, e el ‘ (Filipino, Mandarin,

1>

anda B e B Mandarin B, French B,
pa B - Spanish B
andard Leve 1l Standard Level

French) Spanishy) ‘ French, Spanish)

IB Mandarin, French
Spanish AB Initio

IB Mandarin, French,
Spanish AB Initio

Beginner
(Filipino, Mandarin,

French, Spanish)

/I

Furthermore, the school’s Student Services program supports students with
academic language challenges, as Section 2.2 of the Access and Inclusion
Policy outlines.

6HFWLRQ (QJOLVK DV D 6HFRQG /DQJXDJH DQG 6XSSRUW
'"HYHORSPHQW

Our English as Additional Language (EAL) Program supports
language learners from the early learning years to middle school.
Students identified as English language learners benefit from a
curriculum designed to enhance their basic interpersonal
communicative skills (BICS) and cognitive academic language
proficiency (CALP). The EAL program aims to develop and equip
students with English and academic language skills gradually until
they reach the necessary language proficiency to be successful in
the mainstream classroom.

17



The accommodations and support for students with academic
language difficulties are enumerated and may not be limited to those
identified below:

Accommodations:

Upper School ° Students who are learning academic
Support for language have different intervention plans
Students Learning based on their needs.

Academic ) All students who have been observed
Language to be learning academic language could have
the following accommodations:

o) Extra time for assessments

o Scaffolding lessons

o Sentence frames

o Exemplary models (especially for
writing)

o Use of translator

° Remedials with a focus on reading
comprehension or writing may also be offered
by teachers

° Short-term Interventions may be
provided by the student services team in
collaboration with the language subject
teachers to facilitate academic English
language learning.

/isY k@@

Brent International School Manila has adopted the MLA style guide to
provide standard formatting for student work. The style guides are
distributed to each student.

rdiB<Q[hNg  &k<Q 1H

The IB Diploma program courses demand students to critically think about
the world they live in. Instruction and writing in the majority of classes offered
at Brent Manila occurs in the primary language of instruction at the school,
English. Therefore, Brent International School Manila expects that each
student at Brent should be able to critically engage the world in English in
grades eleven and twelve.

18




Q! 1G3<G.IHkA @QXj] {&<Q [HKEQ

Brent International School Manila engages in a five-year curriculum review
cycle where academic departments review their program from curriculum to
instruction to materials and resources. For IB courses, the school reviews
materials and resources according to the cycle published by IB.

19



Language Policy

. General Policies

A.

Non-English Speakers are encouraged to achieve and maintain
the highest proficiency in their native tongue;

. Monolingual English speakers are encouraged to achieve at least basic

proficiency in a second language.

English is the medium of instruction, and therefore English use is
encouraged in order to support proficiency.

Opportunities are given to parents to be fully informed in both the
Language programs offered by the school, and be educated about
the importance of the home in language acquisition in the
educational process.

Il. Instructional Policies

A.

O W

All teachers are language teachers and therefore must consider and
accommodate the needs of language learners in their classroom

Curriculum will be differentiated for English language learners

First language courses will be offered where appropriate support can
be met internally or externally, i.e. independent study.

Each student at Brent must be able to critically engage the world in
English in grades eleven and twelve.

lll. Admissions/Placement Policies

Application for Admission to Brent International School Manila includes the
following process that helps in identifying students with additional needs in
English language instruction:

A.

L OWmwh =

The application process requires information on

Languages spoken (first, second and third)

English language proficiency reading, writing, listening and speaking
Grades in English from prior school/s

MAP tests in Language, Reading, and Math are used for placement.
Writing samples are reviewed by the ESL Head of Department for

Mlddle School applicants to advise the ESL level. The Admissions
Committee reviews writing samples in Lower School.

20



D. Interviews with the Director for Admissions, Guidance Counselor, and
Principal are conducted for final placement or to determine courses to be
taken.

E. ESL level placement options include: In grades 1 through 5 ESL 1, 2,
and 3; Grades 6 and 7-ESL 2, 3, and 4; and Grade 8-ESL 3 and 4. As a
practice, we do not take ESL in the Upper School, but there is some flexibility
in grade nine.

IV. Promotions Policies in the Early Learning Center, Lower School,
and Middle School

A. After appropriate level placement, ESL students are expected to study
in each level for only one (1) semester before moving on to the higher
level.

B. Student performance, achievement, and grades are closely monitored
while students are in the ESL program. MAP testing scores in Reading
and Language are used for placements.

C. In cases when ESL students fail to meet the criteria for promotion,
students are subject to Academic Warning or Probation.

D. The ESL students’ grades, recommendations from the ESL
specialist and mainstream teachers, and MAP results determine the
completion of the ESL program. The HOD/Coordinator then
communicates the completion of the program to the principal for
appropriate action and placement.

6 7 9 .

Frequency of review: Every two years for the Upper School/IB Section

Composition of the review team:

The Headmaster

ELC/Lower School Principal-ESL for ELC and Lower School
Middle School Principal-ESL for Middle School

Upper School Principal- IB Language Policy

DP Coordinator

English Arts Head of Department

Modern Languages Head of Department

Student Services Coordinator

Location of publications:

Brent Website>Academics>Upper School
Upper School Portal

IB Portal
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