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The BRENT INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL Mission Statement and the
IBO Mission Statement

The BRENT INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL Mission Statement
The Mission Statement of all Brent International Schools states that, “Brent Schools, in a Christian
ecumenical environment in the Philippines, are committed to develop individual students as responsible
global citizens and leaders in their respective communities, with a multicultural and international
perspective, and equipped for entry to colleges and universities throughout the world.”

The IBO’s Mission Statement
“The International Baccalaureate Organization aims to develop inquiring, knowledgeable and caring
young people who help to create a better and more peaceful world through intercultural understanding
and respect.
To this end the IBO works with schools, governments and international organizations to develop
challenging programmes of international education and rigorous assessment.
These programmes encourage students across the world to become active, compassionate and
lifelong learners who understand that other people, with their differences, can also be right."
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The IB Curriculum Model

Source: http://occ.ibo.org/ibis/occ/img/programmeModelsNov12/DP_ENG.png
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Source: https://www.ibo.org/globalassets/digital-tookit/flyers-and-artworks/learner-profile-en.pdf
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Language Philosophy
English is the medium of instruction at BRENT INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL Manila and
the language for IB examinations of IB School 000432. Brent International School
embraces the following beliefs about learning, students, and the education they
require.
About Students
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Each student is entitled to access fair opportunities to excellent education.
Each student brings rich cultural and linguistic background to the
school community.
Each student needs to develop and maintain his/her native language
to successfully acquire another language.
Each student is a shared responsibility of the entire school community.
Each student has a unique learning style that is addressed by varied
teaching strategies and techniques.
Some students may not have a first language.
Monolingual English speakers are encouraged to achieve at least basic
proficiency in a second language.

About Teachers
•

Since Language is central to learning, all teachers are, in practice,
language teachers.

About Parents
•
•

Successful education involves effective relationships and communication
between students, parents, and the school.
Parents play an irreplaceable role in the language learning of their children
by developing reading and writing skills in the first language.

About Language Acquisition and Learning
•
•
•
•

Critical periods of language acquisition dictate the success of students and
the methods employed for language education.
Language is fundamental to knowledge, and therefore essential to the
education process.
In addition to listening and speaking, reading and writing are
absolutely fundamental to language development.
Acquiring and learning a language has varied purposes.
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Language Profile
Languages at Brent International School Manila: Mother Tongue
The Upper School (Grades 9-12) Language Profile
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Languages for IB Examinations from May 2014-2019
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Legal Requirements in the Philippines
The Department of Education of the Philippines (DepEd), Order number 37, series of
2003 provides guidelines for students receiving instruction in the national language
(Filipino) language. The order states that in high school, students should receive up to
two hundred forty minutes of instruction in Filipino and three hundred minutes of
instruction in English each week. Currently BRENT INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL MANILA
has other teaching time devoted to Filipino Language teaching in relation to this DepEd
requirement. Presidential Decree no. 2022 signed on 31 January 1986 by then
President Ferdinand E Marcos recognizes BRENT INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL MANILA
as an international institution. It provides a clause that “to enable the school to
continue to implement, execute, or improve its curricular standards and educational
program, the school shall determine its own curriculum, standards and medium of
instruction, teach whatever language or languages it may deem proper…to
maintain the standard of education it has adopted.” (Section 2.a) Due to this
provision and as an international school delivering the IB Diploma program in English,
the school has some degree of flexibility in terms of the hour requirement of the
teaching of Filipino. This explains the unique position of the school to be able to teach
Filipino to its Filipino nationals while at the same time supporting requirements and
spirit of the IB Diploma process. The school’s status as an international school provides
it with exemptions from certain legal requirements as stated earlier.
Practices Relating to Language Teaching and Learning
BISM adheres to the following practices that were developed primarily for the
ESL program manual, but are adapted for all language instruction programs
where appropriate.
Brent International School Manila language instruction classes practice:
•

•
•
•

•

The teaching of both Basic Interpersonal Communicative Skills (BICS) and
Cognitive Academic Language Proficiency (CALP) (Cummins, 1979) language.
The development of macro-skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing
in meaningful context.
The Functional Approach to instilling understanding of phonology,
morphology, syntax and semantics.
The Genre Approach to help students acquire skills in writing and reading
varied texts with varied conventions of text structure, organization and
appropriate language.
Concurrent and content-based instruction consistent to the core curriculum of
the school.
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•
•
•
•
•

Sheltered instruction where both the teaching of content and language are
the goals of the program.
Immersion and gradual mainstreaming which allow students the opportunity
to perform with peers.
Language Across the Curriculum that advocates all subject teachers to raise
their awareness of the language demands of their specific subjects.
Collaborative instruction in which teaching of ESL students is a
shared responsibility of ALL teachers.
Assessment tools that test the competency and proficiency levels in
listening, speaking, reading and writing throughout their language
development.
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Practices Relating to Selection and Planning of Language Courses
Planning of language courses suitable for learners at Brent International School
Manila depends on admissions testing results and interest of students and parents.
English Language learners are placed according to proficiency levels and according to
their progress towards required mainstream English proficiency. Courses are offered
and scheduled to meet the needs of the student population at any given time.
Language Courses other than English are offered depending on the critical mass of
students requiring and wanting such courses. The school provides appropriate support
for students’ language development prior to their first year in IB to fulfill the Group B or
Language Acquisition course requirement of the IBDP. Support can be provided either
by offering literature courses in the students’ first language, such as Korean and
Filipino in grades 9 and 10 or assisting students in seeking appropriate and capable
teachers from the Brent community and at the same time providing appropriate
materials in ensuring IB required language instruction in the event that students will
need to do a Group 1 Studies in Languages and Literature following the Literature
School-Supported/ Self-Taught program. We can safely say then that we provide first
language support to Korean, Filipino, and School-Supported/Self-Taught Languages.
English Language and Literature and English Literature are offered at school both at
the Higher and Standard Levels. In the IBDP, offering Group 1: English Language and
Literature and English Literature allows students to do the Group 1: Literature SelfTaught SL in the students’ first language. The provision of Group 2: Language Ab Initio
in French, Mandarin, and Spanish further enrich and support the language learning at
school. This allows students to be studying two or, in some cases, three languages in
their Diploma Subject Group options fulfilling the requirements of Groups 1, 2, and 6.
The changing demographics of the school caused the school to review its ESL program
in the Upper School beginning school year 2010-2011. Beginning academic year 20152016, the policy to accept EEL students in Grade 9 changed. The policy that was
communicated to the whole community was the expectation that students beginning
Grade 9 must be able to succeed in the track for English Language and Literature or
English Literature at the standard level. Through the use of CALP, differentiation in the
classroom, and proper support provided to the IB candidates, the results of the IB
examinations for this particular group of students were successful achievement in
Group 1 English at the standard level.
The predominant enrolment of one Asian country nationality in the previous academic
years gradually declined and more students with English as their first language
increased in number. Although the school’s admission policy states that, “Applicants
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requiring ESL support in grades 9-12 will not be accepted,” the Upper School has had
some flexibility in this area to offer ESL 4 classes when needed. Mainstream students
who may need additional support in English, can study Grade 9 English Literature and
at the same time attend language support remedial sessions to ensure success in
English.

Style Guide
Brent International School Manila has adopted the MLA style guide to provide
standard formatting for student work. The style guides are distributed to each
student.
Expectations for Language Use
The IB Diploma program courses demand students to critically think about the world they
live in. Instruction and writing in the majority of classes offered at Brent Manila occurs in
the primary language of instruction at the school, English. Therefore, Brent International
School Manila expects that each student at Brent should be able to critically engage the
world in English in grades eleven and twelve.
Library, Media, and Resource Link to Language Instruction
Brent International School Manila engages in a five-year curriculum review cycle
where academic departments review their program from curriculum to instruction to
materials and resources. For IB courses, the school reviews materials and resources
according to the cycle published by IB.
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Language Policy
I. General Policies
A. Non-English Speakers are encouraged to achieve and maintain the
highest proficiency in their native tongue;
B. Monolingual English speakers are encouraged to achieve at least basic
proficiency in a second language.
C. English is the medium of instruction, and therefore English use is encouraged
in order to support proficiency.
D. Opportunities are given to parents to be fully informed in both the
Language programs offered by the school, and be educated about the
importance of the home in language acquisition in the educational process.
E.
II. Instructional Policies
A. All teachers are language teachers and therefore must consider and
accommodate the needs of language learners in their classroom
B. Curriculum will be differentiated for English language learners
C. First language courses will be offered where appropriate support can be
met internally or externally, i.e. independent study.
D. Each student at Brent must be able to critically engage the world in English
in grades eleven and twelve.
III. Admissions/Placement Policies
Application for Admission to Brent International School Manila includes the
following process that helps in identifying students with additional needs in English
language instruction:
A. The application process requires information on
1. Languages spoken (first, second and third)
2. English language proficiency reading, writing, listening and speaking
3. Grades in English from prior school/s
B. MAP tests in Language, Reading, and Math are used for placement.
C. Writing samples are reviewed by the ESL Head of Department for Middle School
The Admissions Committee reviews writing samples in Lower School.
D. Interviews with the Director for Admissions, Guidance Counselor, and
Principal are conducted for final placement or to determine courses to be
taken.
E. ESL level placement options include: In grades 1 through 5 ESL 1, 2, and 3;
Grades 6 and 7-ESL 2, 3, and 4; and Grade 8-ESL 3 and 4. As a practice, we do not
take ESL in the Upper School, “since students in Grades 9-12 are expected to be

fluent in English. Applicants are not accepted if their entrance test scores are in the
ESL range.” Brent website
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IV. Promotions Policies
A. After appropriate level placement, ESL students are expected to study in
each level for only one (1) semester before moving on to the higher level.
B. Student performance, achievement, and grades are closely monitored while
students are in the ESL program. MAP testing scores in Reading and
Language are used for placements.
C. In cases when ESL students fail to meet the criteria for promotion, students
are subject to Academic Warning or Probation.
D. The ESL students’ grades, recommendations from the ESL specialist and
mainstream teachers, and MAP results determine the completion of the
ESL program. The completion of the program is decided by the lower and
middle school principals in consultation with ESL teachers for appropriate
action and placement.
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The Review Cycle and the Language Policy Committee Composition
As the demographics of the school change over time and the language profile of the
community also changes, the school views to review the policy every other year to remain
current with the needs of the community, particularly its learners. The school’s policy since
2014 of admitting students beginning Grade 9 with English proficiency that is best fit to be
successful in the language of instruction of the school and the IB will remain and those
students having some struggles in English will be supported by providing remedial sessions in
English and other learning resources for students to improve their ability in both the written,
spoken, and listening components of the English language.
Students whose mother tongue other than English should maintain their mother tongue
language in the DP by providing students with the school-supported, self-taught language
program with the DP coordinator working closely with the family and possible outside tutor to
ensure the successful delivery of the Language A SSST-SL target language.
Language Policy Committee Composition
The English as a Second Language Program in the Lower School and Middle School
1. Lower School ESL teachers
2. The Lower School Principal
3. Middle School ESL Teachers
4. Middle School English Teachers
5. The Middle School Principal
The Upper School Language Team:
1. English Language Arts Upper School Teachers (For Group 1)
2. Head of English Language Arts Department
3. Modern Languages Upper School Teachers (For Group 2)
4. Head of Modern Languages Department
5. A Group 3 Teacher Representative
6. A Group 4 Teacher Representative
7. A Group 5 Teacher Representative
8. A Group 6 Teacher Representative
9. The Registrar
10. IBDP Coordinator
11. Director for Academic Affairs
12. Upper School Principal
13. BISM Headmaster
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2019 Review Committee: Atkins, J. et al
1. Michelle Ann Whalley
2. Jennifer Rafinan
3. Jessie Setubal
4. Kyung Ae Lee
5. Scott Carpenter
6. Jonathan Carlson
7. Meredith Jewel
8. Joy Cachola
9. Nellie Aquino
10. Kristi Pozon
11. Rev Charles W Mock
12. Sonia Bustamante
13. Jason Atkins
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English as a Second Language Program at Brent International School Manila

Source: https://brent.edu.ph/academics/esl/
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Source: https://brent.edu.ph/academics/esl/

