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The Rev. Canon Gabriel P. Dimanche
Alumni Center

Dedication of the New Alumni Center
With a renewed commitment to reach out to and connect with its alumni, Brent International School
Manila has established a new alumni center. Last April 2014, The Rev. Canon Gabriel P. Dimanche
Alumni Center opened its doors to the Brent community as part of the celebration of our school’s
heritage, ideals, and vision. That evening, our founder Bishop Charles Henry Brent and former
headmaster Fr. Dimanche were dearly remembered and greatly honored. Highlights of the program
were special performances by the APAC Orchestra and Choir, and the heartfelt and inspiring tributes
delivered by The Rev. Charles Mock, Mrs. Clenia Dimanche, and Mr. Dick Robbins. This was followed by
the blessing of the Alumni Center, and other new additions to the Manila campus: the Pavilion and the
statue of Bishop Charles Henry Brent.
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Excerpts from The Rev. Charles Mock’s
Address

“How do we here at Brent School, who owe
so much to these two faithful priests, live up
to their legacy today? We do that by
following them along the path they set for
us, a path marked by reliance on God,
loyalty to the church, respect for our past,
openness to persons of any race, nationality
and religion, dedication to the education of
the whole person, and a joyful confidence
in the future.”
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“Though the changes and challenges have
been enormous, Brent School remains, in
spirit, Brent School. I am happy that Fr.
Dimanche lived to witness that, and I’m sure
Bishop Brent would have been proud, very
proud to see what has become of that little
experiment of his, that tiny school that
opened with 11 boys and a teacher or two
on a chilly All Saints’ morning, 105 years
ago in Baguio.”
Excerpts from Mrs. Clenia Dimanche’s
Tribute
“To name the alumni center as the Rev.
Canon Gabriel P. Dimanche Alumni Center,
is a singular honor you are giving a man; a
man who truly lived some of the most
fulfilling and rewarding years of his life for
Brent Schools; a man who truly believed
that the true quality of a school is to be
judged by the kind of graduates it
produced – by its alumni.”
“Fr. Dimanche always maintained that the
alumni are the past and the future of the
school; that the prestige and the relevance
of Brent International Schools hinge on the
kind of people it produced.”

!
*Note: If you’d like to read the full transcript
of Fr. Mock’s address and Mrs. Dimanche’s
t r i b u t e , p l e a s e e m a i l a re q u e s t t o
alumni@brent.edu.ph .
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An Inspirational Message for
All Brent Alumni
Excerpt of an address delivered by The Rev. Canon Gabriel
Dimanche on the occasion of his retirement from Brent
School Subic in 2001
“It is my most fervent hope and prayer:
That you go into the world, or get ready to enter the world,
and do the work that Brent School has prepared you or is
preparing you for;
That you excel in the professional career which you have
chosen, or will choose, and that you do whatever task you
undertake with great professionalism and expertise, dignity,
courage, integrity and honesty, in such a way that your
leadership will not only be appreciated but will also INSPIRE;
That you bring pardon where there has been injury, in a life
you casually brush against in your daily work;
That you help turn doubts into faith, in persons with whom you live intimately in your circle of family or
friends;
That you bring, in a life consumed by sadness, joy, and life that touches the hem of your life, as at a
drinking fountain;
That you truly speak to a human heart beating alongside yours, and give a note of dignity and humanity
into a hopeless situation;
That you show forth joy, in a moment and place where there is otherwise no joy, but only the will to live;
That you reflect God’s light, in the darkness of futility, mere existence, and the horror of casual human
cruelty;
That you be good fruits of the Brentonian tree that your teachers and I have been nurturing in you;
That you fulfill the mission of a Brentonian - as I understand it, as you should understand it; That God
bless you, always. “
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Contact and Visit the Alumni Office
The construction of the new Alumni and Publications Office (located
beside the Alumni Center and Brent Chapel) was completed over the
summer, and first steps to reconnect with alumni began in August. We
are currently in the process of expanding and updating our alumni
database. Thank you to those we’ve been able to contact and who have
completed and submitted the Alumni Information forms. This
information will help us to be in more frequent contact with you, from
sharing news about the school to inviting you to events on campus.
If you are in touch with other alumni, please help us gather the pride!
Spread the word and contact the Alumni Office at
alumni@brent.edu.ph . We want to hear from you! Last, but not least,
Brent welcomes its alumni to come home anytime. Plan a visit!

Francoise D. Garcia
Alumni Coordinator
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